Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 05014 161215Z 
16 

ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO SAM-01 10-03 SP-02 INR-05 L-01 

SSO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 INRE-00 SAJ-01 RSC-01 PM-03 

AID-05 EB-03 H-01 /054W 

002250 

O 161152Z NOV 74 

FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1041 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5014 

LIMDIS 

PASS AID 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, PO, PFOR 

SUB J : SOARES COMMENTS ON US AID FOR PORTUGAL 

FONMIN SOARES ASKED MEMBERS TECHNICAL TALKS TEAM (LUKENS, 
PATTERSON, GRIFFEL) TO CALL ON HIM BEFORE THEIR DEPARTURE 
NOVEMBER 16. IN COURSE OF HOUR-LONG CONVERSATION, MEMCON OF 
WHICH BEING PREPARED BY LUKENS, MAIN POINTS ABOUT US AID TO 
PORTUGAL WERE THE FOLLOWING: SOARES SPOKE WITH ENTHUSIASM ABOUT 
HIS TUNIS MEETING WITH SECRETARY WHICH LEFT HIM (SOARES) WITH 
OPTIMISTIC FEELING ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR US AID TO PORTUGAL. TEAM 
REPORTED TO SOARES ON RANGE OF TALKS HELD DURING WEEK AND STATED 
THAT REPORT WOULD BE MADE TO SECRETARY. SOARES MADE STRONG POINT 
THAT GESTURE ANNOUNCING US ASSISTANCE WELL BEFORE MARCH ELECTIONS 
ESSENTIAL IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE THOSE WHO ARE COMBATTING COMMUN- 
ISM. IN ABSENCE OF SUCH GESTURE, MANY ANTI-COMMUNISTS WILL FEEL 
US HAS ABANDONED THEM AND WILL THEREFORE GIVE UP STRUGGLE, 

FEELING THAT COMMUNIST VICTORY INEVITABLE. 

SCOTT 
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